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Message from the Head 

As we reach the end of another successful school year, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support. The strong partnership between home and school plays a vital role in the success of our 
children, and we are grateful for the encouragement and support you provide throughout the year. Our pupils, 
staff and families have worked together to make this another positive and productive year at The Duchy School. 
We remain committed to providing the very best educational opportunities for every child, while also ensuring 
that their wellbeing and personal development are at the heart of everything we do. 
 
Today marks the end of an important chapter for our Year 6 pupils as they complete their journey at The Duchy 
School. We are incredibly proud of all they have achieved during their time with us, both in and beyond the 
classroom. They leave us as confident, capable young people and are well prepared for the next stage of their 
education. We wish them every success and happiness as they move on to their secondary schools! 
 
As we look ahead, all children have had the opportunity to spend time in their new classes and meet their 
teachers for September. We hope these transition sessions have helped them feel excited and reassured about 
the new academic year, and we know they will return ready for the opportunities and challenges ahead. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish all our families a safe, enjoyable and restful summer holiday. Thank you once again 
for being such an important part of our school community. We look forward to welcoming everyone back at the 
start of the new academic year on Monday 7th September. Have a wonderful summer break! 

 

PTFA Summer Fair 

   
A huge thank you to our wonderful PTFA for hosting the Summer Fair on Friday 10th July. Despite the scorching 
heat, the event was a fantastic success! Thank you to all the adults and children who volunteered their time and 
helped raise over a staggering £2,000 to benefit our pupils in the year ahead. 

 

 

“Mighty oaks from little acorns grow” 
 
Our children join us as “little acorns” and through the teaching and 

modelling of our vision, values and aims by all members of our school 

community, our children leave us as “mighty oaks”, equipped with the 

transferable skills to continue their journey of life-long learning. 

https://duchy.devon.sch.uk/
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School Meals – Price Increase 

Please note that with effect from 1st September 2026 the price of our school meals will 
increase to £2.70 a day (this excludes children in Reception to Year 2 (inc) and any 
children who are eligible for Free School Meals). Reminder that school meals must be 
paid for promptly on Arbor.  

 

Celebrations 

 

Values Champion   Learning Champion 

  03.07.26 10.07.26    03.07.26 10.07.26 

Reception Ronnie Molly  Reception Leia Logan 

Year 1 Evie Sebastian  Year 1 Thomas Matilda 

Year 2 Libby Jack D  Year 2 Poppy Sylvie 

Year 3 Imogen All of Year 3  Year 3 Bryony Lily 

Year 4 Ella Mae Sofia  Year 4 Merryn Lexie 

Year 5 Sophie Harper W  Year 5 Chloe Georgia 

Year 6 Elliott Lara  Year 6 Izzy Theo 
 

 

We have also celebrated these fantastic recent achievements! 

Maisy Reception Rainbow Distance (5m) swimming certificate 

Ernesto Reception Orange stripe belt and certificate for Tae Kwon-Do 

Lilibeth Reception Orange stripe belt and certificate for Tae Kwon-Do 

George Reception All Stars Cricket medal 

Naja Year 1 STAnley 5 Award in Swimming 

Wyatt Year 1 Participation trophy for Bradninch FC U6s 2025/26 

Olivia Year 2 Goldfish 2 Award in Swimming 

Ida Year 2 For earning a Blue Peter badge, and Players’ Player for Tywford Spartans U7s Girls 

2025/26 

Orla Year 3 Ilchester FC Summer Tournament Runner Up for Cullompton Rangers 

Albie Year 3 Participation trophy for Cullompton Rangers FC U8s 2025/26 

Thomas Year 4 Dynamos Cricket medal 

Violet Year 5 Shark 1, Kingfisher 3 & Shark 2 Awards in Swimming 

Barnaby Year 6 Shark 1 Award in Swimming 
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Our Duchy Diamond Award Winners 2025-26 

Reception Ronnie 

 

Year 1 Beatrice 

Year 2 Florence 

Year 3 Orla 

Year 4 Olive 

Year 5 Phoebe D 

Year 6 Charlie M 
 

 

Our Year 6 Award Winners 2025-26 

Maths Award Murray 

 

English Award Isabella 

Sportsperson 

Award 

Grace 

Effort & Progress 

Award 

Florrie 

Eternal Diamond 

Award 

Theo 
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Our fortnight in photos 

 

Reception Year 1 Year 2 

 
 

 
We have been enjoying our last 
weeks in Reception and having 
lots of fun in the learning 
through play.  

In art, we have been learning about Andy 
Goldsworthy and making sculptures form 
natural materials.  We even made a spiral 
with our bodies! 

In science, we made models of the 
sycamore seed which is dispersed by wind. 
We conducted a fair test to measure how 
far they travelled. 

 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

   

In English, we have been tasting 
a range of different teas! We 
have linked this to our new text 
‘Cloud Tea Monkeys’! 

In maths, we have been learning about 
symmetry and how to complete a 
symmetric figure drawing the missing half. 

In DT, we have been designing wooden 
structures and creating our own 
polytunnels using a range of measuring, 
cutting and joining skills. 

 

Year 6 Taiko Drumming Workshops 

   

In DT, we have practised a range 
of sewing techniques and made 
our own sunglasses cases.  

All the children had a fantastic time recently taking part in a Taiko drumming workshop! 

https://duchy.devon.sch.uk/
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Trips & Sports Events 

 

Y2 Trip to Exeter Cathedral 

   
On Monday 6th of July, Year 2 visited Exeter Cathedral and St Martin’s Church in Exeter to support our RE learning about 
sacred places. We learned about the fascinating history of the Cathedral and why it is a sacred place to some people. We 
also compared the Cathedral with the much smaller church, identifying both similarities and differences. 

 

 

Y4 Escot Residential 

   
Year 4 returned from their residential at Wildwood full of stories and smiles after a memorable few days of adventure, 
teamwork and fun. The children showed exceptional resilience in challenging weather conditions and approached each 
activity with enthusiasm and determination. From the zip wire to wildlife spotting and evening walks, they embraced every 
experience while supporting one another brilliantly. They were a real credit to the school and should be very proud of 
themselves. 
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KS2 Athletics at Exeter Arena 

 

 

 
On Tuesday 30th June, selected pupils from Years 3, 4 and 5 proudly represented Duchy at the Harbour Athletics Festival 
competing in a range of track and field events against other schools in our Trust. Our pupils showed fantastic 
determination, teamwork and sportsmanship throughout the day, encouraging one another and giving their very best in 
every event. We are incredibly proud that Duchy finished 2nd - a fantastic achievement for everyone who took part! 

 

 

 

Y5/6 Production 

  

 

 

Last week, years 5 and 6 performed Grossbusters to packed audiences. The story begins in Normsville, a picture-perfect 
paradise where everything's normal, and Norman Normal is proud to say he fits right in... except he's hiding a monstrous 
secret. When a slime-wave swamps Normsville, and monster mayhem erupts, Norman's secret explodes into the spotlight 
and there's only one team to call - The Grossbusters!  

The children demonstrated tremendous tenacity and ambition, learning lines, songs, actions and more. We are so proud 
of all the children involved in the show and everything that they achieved.  
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Diary Dates  
Please regularly check and review the Diary Dates section of the newsletter; we will be updating with details of further 

trips, events and activities as and when they are confirmed. 

Term  Commences  Finishes  

Autumn 4th September 2025 19th December 2025 

Spring 5th January 2026 2nd April 2026 

Summer 20th April 2026 21st July 2026 
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In the Community 

Bradninch Town Trust 
The Town Trust have just set up a small hardship fund for people in need in Bradninch.  Grants of up to £150 a 
year per household are available. Details are on the Bradninch Town Trust website Grants 

 

 

The Duchy School Summer Sports Camp 
  

Tuesday 18th August 

Wednesday 19th August  
Thursday 20th August 

  
08:30 Start 

15:30 Finish  
  

£25.00 per day or Three days £70.00 

 
 

https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/ld-
active-the-duchy-school-summer-sports-camp-
exeter-9e788fa1-336e-48cf-b079-168b2f5c736f 

 
 

 

 

  

https://duchy.devon.sch.uk/
https://www.bradninchtt.org.uk/grants
https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/ld-active-the-duchy-school-summer-sports-camp-exeter-9e788fa1-336e-48cf-b079-168b2f5c736f
https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/ld-active-the-duchy-school-summer-sports-camp-exeter-9e788fa1-336e-48cf-b079-168b2f5c736f
https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/ld-active-the-duchy-school-summer-sports-camp-exeter-9e788fa1-336e-48cf-b079-168b2f5c736f


                                                                                        THE DUCHY SCHOOL 
Newsletter 17                   Bowley Meadow, Bradninch, Exeter, EX5 4RF 

21st July 2026                    https://duchy.devon.sch.uk/ 
                   01392 881482 

     

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://duchy.devon.sch.uk/

