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Message from the Head 
 

Christmas lights switch on! 
Thank you to everyone who entered the Christmas lights switch on competition. Congratulations to Viktor in 

Reception and Oscar in Year 6 who were successfully picked at random during our assembly earlier in the week.  

The lights will be switched on at 7pm at The Guildhall this Saturday. 

 

Lost property  
We have a large quantity of unnamed clothing which has been collected over the term. As we have done in 

previous years, this will be laid out in front of the main school office doors, during the last week of term, either 

at drop off or collection time. Please look if you think your child is missing any items! 

 

Staffing update 

We will be saying farewell to Miss Short at the end of this Autumn term – she will be sorely missed. 

 

Christmas in school 

Children Dates Event 

Reception, Years 1 and 2 5th and 6th December  Nativity Performances 

All classes 8th December 
 

Christmas Craft Morning. Parents and carers are welcome to 
attend between 9.15 - 10.15am.  Children can also wear a 
Christmas jumper (over normal school uniform).  

Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 11th December Key Stage 2 Christingle Service at St Disen’s Church – parents are 
welcome to attend. 

Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 12th December Key Stage 2 pantomime trip to Northcott Theatre (afternoon) - 
approximate return time to school is 5pm. 

All classes 14th December School Christmas Lunch – children can order on the day (main or 
vegetarian) - please note jacket potatoes will not be available on 
this day. 

Reception, Years 1 and 2 4th January  Travelling pantomime production in school. 
 

 

 

“Mighty oaks from little acorns grow” 
 
Our children join us as “little acorns” and through the teaching and 

modelling of our vision, values and aims by all members of our school 

community, our children leave us as “mighty oaks”, equipped with the 

transferable skills to continue their journey of life-long learning. 
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Messages from the PTFA 

Events 
Thank you to everyone who attended the delayed disco last night. What a treat it was to see all the children 
having so much fun – in total over £280 was raised! A reminder that we will be selling tea, coffee, and mince 
pies at the upcoming nativity performances to raise vital funds for the school. Please also see the attached flyer, 
at the end of the newsletter, for the Clothes Swish and Gin Bar being held on Friday 8th December. Proceeds will 
be shared between the Duchy School PTFA and other local charities. 

 
Uniform donations 
A gentle reminder that we believe we currently have enough uniform to meet the needs at the moment, so we 
politely request that no more donations are made until we ask again. Our ambition is to put the rails out every 
two weeks and have a selection of the stock out per age group. It won’t be everything so if you can’t see 
something you need, please ask one of the members and we can check in the stock we have available. 

 

Sports Update 

On Monday 20th November, the year 5/6 football team 
hosted a team from Willand Primary in a friendly match. 
Conditions were tricky due to the recent heavy rain. However, 
The Duchy consistently applied pressure to the Willand goal 
taking a narrow 1-0 lead at half-time. The second half was a 
much closer affair with The Duchy grabbing a second goal 
before a lob immediately from kick-off to pull Willand back 
into it at 2-1. However, it wasn’t enough, and The Duchy 
extended their lead to take a 3-1 win. Thank you to all those 
who came to cheer on the team. 
  

 

On Thursday 30th November, the year 3/4 football team 
hosted Hemyock Primary School in the opening league fixture 
of the season.  

In bitterly cold conditions (even including a light flurry of 
snow), it was The Duchy who came out victorious – the final 
score finished 5-1.  

Congratulations to all who represented the school (many for 
the first time!) and thank you to everyone who came along to 
support the team. 
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Celebrations 

Please see details below of the new certificates that we will be awarding each week to celebrate 
successes in school.   

  

• Our Values Champion certificate will be used to acknowledge the efforts of those children 
who have represented the school values through their actions.  
 

• Our Learning Champion certificate will be used to recognise those children who have 
demonstrated passion and pride in their work, delivering a moment or moments of 
brilliance in a subject that have captured their teacher’s and their peers’ attention.  

 

 

Values Champion   Learning Champion 

  24.11.23 01.12.23     24.11.23 01.12.23 

Reception Harry Libby   Reception Arlo Poppy 

Year 1 Kaiden Harrison    Year 1 Bessy Evie 

Year 2 Betsy Daisy    Year 2 Mia Brodi 

Year 3 Harper W Violet   Year 3 Edwin Charlie 

Year 4 Kayden Edward   Year 4 Olivia Jackson 

Year 5 Oliver Rory   Year 5 Rosie S Tom 

Year 6 Mia Ellie  Year 6 Effie Gracie 

 
In assembly time, we have also celebrated these fantastic recent achievements! 

Year 1 Bobbie For completing Learn to Swim – Level 1. 

Year 2 James Hay For completing Stage 2 in swimming. 

Year 3 Charlie For completing Learn to Swim – Level 1. 

Year 5 Dex For obtaining a “Clear” rosette at the Conquest Equestrian Centre. 
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Our fortnight in photos 

Reception Class Year 1 Year 2 

 

  

We have been reading the traditional tale; 
The Gingerbread Man. We enjoyed 
ordering the story, acting it out and talking 
about the characters.  

In maths, we have been looking at fact 
families within 10. We have also looked at 
moving the equals symbol to the front of 
the calculation.  

In science, we conducted fair tests and 
measured to see which material made the 
most elastic and bounciest ball. 

 

Year 3  Year 4 Year 5 

   
In DT, we tested and evaluated a variety of 
pizza toppings. We used this to inform our 
choices when  making our own perfect 
healthy pizza. 

In science, we have been identifying leaves 
by asking lots of scientific questions. These 
questions will be used next week, when we 
create our own classification key.  

In maths, we have been deepening our 
understanding of fractions. Making 
fraction strips has helped us find 
equivalent fractions. 

 

Year 6 Wellington School Maths Challenge Clubs 

  
 

This week, children in year 6 have been 
completing their ‘Bikeability’ training. They 
have been working hard to understand how 
to follow the ‘rules of the road’ to keep 
themselves and others safe.  

Four of our year six children recently 
represented the school in the Wellington 
Maths challenge. Working together they 
had to solve a variety of complex 
mathematical problems. 

Our Autumn clubs have now come to an 
end! This image shows the photography 
club proudly exhibiting their favourite 
shots from the past 8 weeks. 
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Diary Dates  
Please regularly check and review the Diary Dates section of the newsletter; we will be updating with details of further 

trips, events and activities as and when they are confirmed. 

Term  Commences  Finishes  

Autumn  6th September 2023 15th December 2023 

Spring  2nd January 2024 28th March 2024 

Summer  15th April 2024 23rd July 2024 

 

5th December  Reception /KS1 Nativity (2.30pm) 

6th December  Reception /KS1 Nativity (3.45pm) 

6th December Y3 Trip to Kents Cavern  

8th December  Christmas Jumper Day  

8th December Christmas Craft Morning-Parents invited (9.15-10.15am) (please note revised time from 
previous newsletter) 

11th December  Key Stage 2 Christingle at St Disen’s Church (2pm) 

12th December Key Stage 2 Pantomime trip to Northcott Theatre 

14th December  School Christmas Lunch  

15th December   Last day of term 

18th – 29th December  Christmas Holidays  

2nd January  Spring Term starts           

2nd January Non-Pupil Day (school closed) 

4th January  Reception & Key Stage 1 Pantomime travelling production (2pm)  

31st January Y5 Trip to O2 Arena (Young Voices)  

8th February Y4 Trip to Paignton Zoo (please note the revised date)  
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In the Community 
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